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I. of the Scripture. 


E believe the Holy Scriptures to 

be of Divine inſpiration and in- 

} \ fuallible Authority; and what- 

| ſoever istherein contained, we 

firmly aſſent unto, as the Word of God, the 
Author of all Truth. 

Bac ſinee in the Holy Scriptures there are 


' ſome things bard to be underſtood, which : Per. 3. 
the ignorant and unſtable wreſt to their 16. 


own deſtruction; we therefore profeſs (for 
the ending of Controverſies in our Religi- 
on, and ſetling of peace in oar Conſciences) 
to ſubmit our private Judgements to the 
Judgement of the Church, repreſented in a 
Free General Council. 


II. of the B. Trinity, Of Prayer to Sainte, 
Of Images. 


\ E humbly believe the ſacred Myſte- 

ry of the Bleſſed Trinity, one Eter- 

val, Almighty, and / God, 
3 


whom 


1 Tim. 1. 
37. 


Aus tberefore we folemnly t 
by iche- Prayers we addreſs 5 * 


W 


One ip, 4 alone 
LED aca lt oi over all ching, 
N wiedg as dye trom 
ad Angels, All glory, ſervice and obe- 
— „ abborri — our hearts (as a 
moſt deteſtsble,, to give our 


Creators honor to — eature whatſoe- 
ver. 


$4its, we intend no other then bulbly to 
follicite their aſſiſtance before the Throne 
of God, as we deſlte the Prayers of one an- 
other here L — earth; not that we hope 
e eka Fey rom chem, ay original Authors 
elieresf; bur from God the Fountain of ell 
Goodneſs, through Jeſu Chriff, our onely 
Mediator and Redeemer. 

Neither do we believe any divinity or vir- 
tue to be in Images, for which they oughe to 
be worſhipped, us the Gentiles did their I- 
dols, but we ree#in them with due and decent 
reſpect in our Churches, as inftruments, 
which we find by experience, do often aſſiſt 
our memories, and excice our affections. 


I IL of Tuſtificarton, Of Merits, 
E firmly believe, that no force of na- 


kure, not dignity « of gur beſt works 
can 


3 y 
can merit our Juſtification, but we are juſti- 


+ fied freely by grace, through the Redempti- 


on that is in Jeſus Chrift, 

And although we ſhould by the grace of 
God perſevere unto the end in a godly life 
and holy obedience to the Commandments ; 
yet are our hopes of eternal glory (fill built 
upon the mercy of God, and the merits of 
Jeſ! us Chr ift, 

All other merits (according to our ſenſe 
of that word) fignitie no more, than Acti- 
ons done by the affiſtance of Gods grace, 


to which it has pleaſed his goodneſs to pro- 


miſe a reward; a. Doctrine ſo far from be- 
ing unſuitable to the ſenſe of the Holy Scri- 
ptures, that it is their principal deſign to 
invite and provoke us to a diligent obſer- 
vance of the Commandments, by promiling 
heaven as the Reward of our obedience, 
I Tim, 4. 8. Godlineſs is profitable to all 
things, having the promiſe of this life, and of 
that which is to come, And Rom. 2. 8. God 
will render to every man according to his 
deeds, to them, wha by. patient confidence 
in well-doing, ſeek for glory, and honor, 
and immortality, eternal life, And again, 
Rom. 8. 3, If you live after the fleſh you ſhall 
dy, but if through che ſpiric you morxiſie the 
deeds of the body, % ſhall live, And Heb, 
6. 19. God is not unjuſt to forget your work 

” 4 and 
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and labour of love, which you have ſhewed 
for his name, &s. Nothing being ſo fre- 


quently repeated in the Word ot God, as 
luis gracious promifes to recompenſe with 
everlaſting glory the faith and obedience of 
his ſeryancs; Nor is the bounty of God 
barely according to our works, hut high and 
pler tiful, even beyond our capacities, givi 
full meaſure, heaped up, preſſed down, = 
running over into the boſoms of all chat 
fore him, 


Thus we believe the merit or reward- 


ableneſs of holy living (both which ſignifi 
the ſame thing with us) ariſes not from the 
ſell· value even of our beſt actions, as they 
arc ours, but from the Grace and bounty of 
God ; and for our ſelves, we fincerely pro- 
feis, when we have done all thoſe things, 


which are commanded us, we are unprofi- , 


table ſeryants, haying done nothing but that 
which was our duty, ſo that our boaſting is 
por in our ſelves, but all our glorying is in 
Chriſt, > n 


IV. of the M. Eucbariſt. 


N the holy Euchariſt, or moſt venerabſe 
I Sacrament of the hody and bloud of our 
Lord: We acknowledge that there ate, as 
in all prtigr Sacraments, two things, The 


viſible 


(5) 
viſible ſign, which is de forms of bread and 
wine, to which no Catholick may or doth 


direct his worſhip. There is alſo inviſible 
Grace fignified , the body of our bleſſed 
Lord, whom being preſent we adore and 
worſhip with all poſlible reverence and 
thanksgiving from our hearts for ſo great 
a bleſling, warranted herein by our blefled 
Lord bimlſelf in each of the Goſpels. 


V. of Communiqn in one kind. 


V E humbly confeſs that from the be- 

gianing of Chriſtianity , the holy 
Communion was adminiſtred frequently in 
both, and ſometimes in each kind, accordipg 
to ſeveral circumſtances : and hence the ho» 
ly Church following che piety of Chriſtians, 


who infenfibly became accuſtomed to re- 


ceive it almoſt univerſally in one kind, upon 
great motives did afterwards ordain to have 
ic in one, as now it is commonly admini- 
ſtred, though the receiying of it ſo is not 
matter of faith. Neither do we believe that 
religious and devout communicants , are 
hereby bereayed of any benefit or comfort in 


obeying the Churches orders, fince our ho- 7 Jef. 
ly beliet inſtructs us, that our bleſſed Lord (44. & 


the fountain of all grace is as equally pre- 
ſent in one kind as in both. 
V1, of 


(6) | 
VI. of the Sacrifice of the Altar. vu 


T holy Sacrifice indeed of the altar, Pr 
we clearly believe onght to be celebra · 
ted in both kinds, as now it is according to 

Luke 21. the divine inſtitution, as being done in re- fir 
Preſentation and commemoration of our 
Lords bleſſed paſſion on the Croſs, wherein 1 
the body and bloud were ſeparated : What- * 
ſoever therefore propitiatory power our 
holy Religion attributes co this commeme- 
rative Sacrifice, it is by virtue ofthe Sacri- if 
fice of the Croſs, as being by this — to 
us. This is the ſubſtance of our faith expreſ- 
fed in the Council of Trent, ſo that ſtill we 
hambly acknowledg the ground of our ſalva- 
tion to be derived from our Lords bleſſed 
and bitter paſſion. 


Seſ.22.c.1. 


VII. of Prayer in Latine; 


VV freely acknowledg that ĩt is no 
'Y way commanded by the Church, 
that the people ſhould pray in a language 
which they underſtand not, nay, there is gi» 
yen chem all poſſible encouragemenc to en- 
creaſe their devotions, and with the Apoſtle 
to allure all, if ic may be, to continual pray+ 
er, (which is che life of our ſou!s) by ordain- 
ing 

"a 


% 


(7) 
ing and publiſhing moſt excellent Prayers in 


yulpar es tor their uſe. 
* 4 of che Church which 
properly belong to Church · men, and theres 


fore were anciently ſtiled the Prieſts Books, 
leſt the people ſhould not receive full bene- 


| fie by their publick uſe, there is an expreſs 


command of our boly mother che Church in 

che Council of Trent , that the Paſtors and Sf. 5- c. 8. 
all who haye charge of ſouls, in the yery 

time of divine ſervice, ſhould expound and 

make them plain to the peoples capacity, as 

in the old times of the Church we find it was 

alſo ordained and practiſed. 


V 111. of Prajer for the dead. 


Ur faith teacheth us to exerciſe Chri. 
ſtian Charity by humbling our ſelves 
beforethe divine chrone of Gods mercy, to 
beg forgiveneſs (as we do for one another 
here upon earth) of the debts and treſpaſſes 
of thoſe middle ſort of Chriſtians, as $. Au» In Enchiri- 
guſtine and the Council of Florence call them, ——— 
who had not brought forth ſufficient fruits 4 4. 
of Repentance, dying in communion of the 21. c. 24; 
Faithful; which indigent condition of | 
theirs, telievable by the Churches, or the 
Prayers of the Faichful ſurviving , ſpeaks 
what the ancient call Purge7#15 : warranted 
_. 


($8) ä 
kerein by the practiſe under the Law recor- 
ded and — <a in the Maccabees, | 
which being in no ſort. reprebended by out 
Lord or why Apoſtles amongſt che reſt of the 
Jews anlawtul praiſes, was and is juſtly 

0 bave been allowed by bim, as 
many of the Fathers underſtood his ſermon 
in che Mount, and by them, as is hinted by 

Mar. 5. 29. F. Paul: whereupon it hath continued ever 

g. Gace in general practiſe chroughour all ages 

4 Cor, 3. even Graveſtones and all other Chriſtian 
Monuments do witneſs, eſpecially all ancienc 
Liturgies of the Saints, and Books of com- 
mon prayers uſed in all Churches : neither 
can we diſcern how poſſibly this. may be con- 
ceived offenſive to God, whoſe juſtice bere - 
in we hope and do humbly endeavour to ap- 
peaſe by our exerciſe of brotherly compaſſi- 
On. 

K yoa ſhould ask how any mans acts can 
facisfie tor anothers faults, fance each mans 
burdens are much too heavy for him with- 
our Chriſts Paſſion ; To this our; Holy Re- 
ligion teacheth us, chat there is no Law of 
God, which aſſures us in rigour of juſtice, 
of Gods acceptance of che acts of another 
man for my ſius, (this was onely the privis 
ledg of the actions of our bleſſed Lord) yet 
this hinders not, but that they may prevail 
by way of ſuffrage and impecration for our 

pardan ; 


> «aa mo ml tc A = ww Aa «A © «© 


9 


(9) 
| pardon; and therefore it is great piety fot 
us to pray for each other, as Holy Scripture 


and conſtant practiſe of Holy Church war- 
rant us. 


IX. Of the Moral Law: Of Obedience- * 
to Civil Magiſtrates, | 


W E further do firmly believe, and high- 
ly reyerence the Moral Law, being ſo 


Mat. 79. 
12. 


ſolemnly delivered to Moſes upon the Moarg, 
ſo exprefly confirmed by our Saviour in the 13. 


Goſpel, and containing in it — ſo 
an Abridgment of our whole duty both to 
God and man. 
Which Moral Lew we believe obliges all 
men to proceed with faithfulneſs and ſinceri- 
ty in their mutual contract: one towards an- 
other; and therefore our conſtant Proſeſſi- 
on is, that we are moſt tritly and abſolute- 
ly bound co the exact and entire perfor- 
mance of our promiſes, made to any. perſon 
of what Religion ſoever ; much more to the 
Magiſtrates and Civil Powers, under whoſe 
protection we live, whom we are taught by 
the Word of God (from whom cheir power 
is derived) to obey, noe onely for fear, bur 
conſcience ſake ; and to whom we will moſt 
faithfully obſerve our promiſes of duty and 
Pdedience, notwithſtanding any di ſpenſati- 


on, 


(10) 
on, abſolution, or other — ngs of wy) 
torraign Power or Authority wha 


Wherefore we utterly deny and ++ nal N 


that falſe and ſcandalous poſition, that Faith 
1 not to be kept with Hereticks, as moſt un- 


| 7h 


| 


charizably imputed to our practi ſes, and 


moſt unjuſtly pinned upon our Religion, 
X. Of Eelefiaſticsl Aue. 


comport our ſolves in this, and all cher 
vecurrences relating to Gods ſetvĩce: We 
firmly believe, that according to to iin Oo- 


di na tion in the Catholick there is 
x Hietarchy conſiſting of Bſbops, Priefteand 
Miniſters. 


He gave ſome Apoſtles, and done Pro» 
phets, and ocher Evangeliſts, and ather Pa · 
ſtors and Doctors, ro the conſummati ga of 
the Saints, unto the work of the Miniſtery, 
unto the ediſying oi the body of Child aun 


ried about with every 
the wickedneſs of men, — to * 
Eircumyention of error &c. By. 4. 


; 8 


Norder to our better inſtrutipo how to | 


(11) 


| Theſe we ſencerely and ſolemnly profeſs, 
"| ＋ the ſight of God, the ſearcher of 


e dll hearts, taking the words plainly 
b' and fimply, in their uſual au famili- 

= ar ſenſe, without any Equi vocation or 

d Mental Reſervation whatſoever, 
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